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LonDon Goldſmith, 


z DO FRE 


KINGS Majeſtic: 


I, Seting forth the great abuſes praQtiſed by the makers of Gold 
and Silver Thread, Wire, Lace, to the great waſte of the 
Stock and Treaſure of the Kingdome, inculling and melting 
downthe heavy currant Silyer, 

II. One hundred & twelve ſeveral parcels of courſe and adulterate 
Silver Lace, fould for good Silver by ſeveral Shopkeepers in 
Zonaon ; all thefe aſlayes certified under the hands of Mr, 
Alexander Fackſon, who is ſworne Aſſay. Maſter at Gold: 
imiths Hall, which Silver was courfe and adultrate, under 
Sterling, being all wrought againſt the Law, 

131. Ten feveral Reads or Branches certiticd by the Committee of Trade 
the 17th of June 1697. ſeting forth the fyeral abuſes in making Gold 
and Silyer Lace, Wire, and Thread; and {fcveral waies ſer down for 
the preventing the ſame for the future, ro which I humbly referre. 

IV. Zhimss Violet's Petition to the Right Honourable, ſeveral LORDS 
of the Privy Couxncir , who are appointed a Committee for the 

2 removing t%2 obſtruftions of the Mint, that their Honours would be 
be pleaſed to take Ocder for the Regulating of this Trade, and pre- 

- vente the abuſes put upon the wearers cf Gold and Silver Lace, and tor 
theirfuller intormation,that an Order may be diretd from the Lunn: 

of the Couxcir tothe Company of Goldſnithe, requiring them for 
His MaTEsT1ts fervice, that they forthwith take into conſideration, 
co preſent to your Lordfhips fuch Rules, Orders, and Inftruftions for 
i thedue vending,and uttering of the ſaid Manuiattures,as they in their 
great experience {ha!] tind moſt neceſlary for the ends expreſled. 
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TO THE ; 


EK Il NEU 
Excellenc Majeſtic: 


And to the 
| LORDS of Hs MAJESTIES 


molt Honourable Pzxrivy Councir. 


_— 


| 


The humble Petition of Thomas Violet Goldſmith. 


Humbly Sheweth, 


EE ——====] Hat your Majefties Royal Father of bleſſed 2 
106 btn -/4 — upon complaint to him made by ; 
many Perſons, Noblemen, Genclemen , 
CE 2 _ —_— and alfo tp 
4 Majeſties Privy Councel, as appears [- 
: Fe of the Privy Council the 25, of — gun 
I1634-(bewing, 
2F[| Thar much courſe Gold &SilverLace;Gold 
ZA-l|:1 and Silver Thread,Spangles,Oaes and Wyre, 
== was daily in great quantities (ould for good 
Skaiver, co the greac dammage and hinderance of the Mint, in the 
exceſſive quantities made for inferior perſons, And that great quanti- 
ties of Engliſh heavy Silver money, was culled, and melted down daily, 
for the miking of theſe Manufaftures, to the great waſt of the ſtock 
of currant Silver, and to the daily deceit of the wearers of Gold and 
Silver Lace. 

And by Order of ſome of your Majeſties Royal Fathers Privy Coun. 
cil, viz. Mr. Secretary Cook, your Petitioner, and ſome others, were 
imployed to buy up (everal parcels of on , In ſeveral Wo—_— 

; | an 


boo da Sous; 
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and Wyerdrawers Shops in London : and thereupon your Petitioner , 
and ſome others, brought the ſaid Lace, Spangles, Wyer, Purles, Oacr, 
to Mr, Alexander Jackſon Aﬀay-Maſter of Goldimithe-Hall, and he Als 
fayed about one hundred and twelve ſeveral parcels of Gold and Silver 
Lace, Spangles, Thread, Wyer, &c. as appears under his hand, All 
theſe Aſſaies being by him the ſworne Officer appointed for that ſervice, 
found, and reported to be all made of courſe and adultrate Silver, mixed ' 
with Copper, contrary to the Law, being vended, for good Silver ; and 
the Gentleman is now living, a man of great experience,vkil!, and credit, 
that can atteſt this, to be true to your Majetties Pcivy Council. 

And your Petitioner hath the names of the ſeveral mens Houſes and 
Shops of the Silkemen, Wyerdrawers, and others, and the day, and 
the year, this courſe adulcrate Silver was by them ſould: Theſe 
original Papers your Petitioner hath ready to produce to your Majeſtic, 
and your moſt honourable Council. 

Thereupon his late Majeſty, and his Privy Conncil, commanded 
Sir mo Banks, your Majclties Father Attorney General, to put fome 
of the eminent of the Offendors into the Star-Chamber; and thereupon 
both Refiners aud Wyerdrawers petitioned his Majeſty for a Gorpora- 
tion, and that they would ſo order themſelves, that theſe abuſes being 
ſo many, and fully proved, ſhould all be regulated and prevented for 
che future. But upon full examination zt the Privy Gounci), his 
Majeſty, and the Lords, being fully poſſeſſed what had formerly been 
ated by the Wyerdrawers for ſeveral years. When they. had a Cor- 
poration, that the abuſes continued fo notoriouſly notwithſtanding 
the Wyerdrawers Charter, that their Corporation was damned in Par-- 
liament , about the latter end of King James's time, in a quiet time, 
this was done, and Sir Giles Monperſons had like to be undone for pro- 
curing the Wyerdrawers to have a Corporation, as will appear in the 
Parliament Records cowhich I humbly referce. 

Ic was demonſtrated in that Partiament, before your Majeſties Royal 
Father, being then Prince, that the Wyerdrawers made Silver Wyer 
with a core of Copper, and ſould the ſame for fine Silver; your 
Majeſties Royal Father remembring this, was both ſhewed, and pro- 
ved in the Parliament Houſe of Lords, he being then preſent, would 
not truſt the Wyerdrawers with a Corporation, 1 635 his Maj«ſtie ſaying, 
That would give the Gold Wyerdrawers an opportunitie to cozen the King 
deme againe; they having cozened the Kingdome of above twenty 
thouſand pounds a year, .by d:ceictul making theſe Manufa&ures, and. 
venting the ſame for —_ for theſe laſt twenty years. 

May it pleaſe your Majeſtie, your Royal Father upon debate, and 
advice of his Privy Gouncil, taking ſpecial notice of your Petitioners 
ativitie and abilicie to diſcover, and reforme theſe abuſes,in conſi- 
deration of theſe ſervice, . did by his Letters Pattents appoint yonr 

Pztitionsr 
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Peticioner for three lives, and the longer liver of them, to have, and 
take the charge and care to be the Surveyers, Tryers, Sealers, A(- 
ſayers of all Gold and Silver Wyer, Thread, Purles, Oaes, Spangler, 
andall other ManufaQures of this ſort,” and to Mark, Regiſter, Seal, 
or Aﬀay the ſame, before any of theſe ManufaQtures ſhculd be ex- 
poſed to faile; with power given to your Petitioner, to ſearch for, 
and ſeaze on all courſe and adultrate Silver, made into any of the 
aforeſaid Manufa&ures, and to burn, and ceface the ſame, according 
to the Law, to ſuffer no Silver to be wrought into any of theſe 
Manufa&tures, or put to faile, but Sterling Silver at the leaft. 

Your Pecicioner hath two lives yet in being, his own life, and 2. 
nothers, under the great Seal, for the grant and allowance of one halt 
penny the ounce Troy for all Silyer Wyer, Spangles, Purles, Qaes, and 
tour pence the pound Venice, which is one half peny the ounce Troy 
for ſealing or ſurveying all Gold nd Silver Thread, &c, | 

For the conſideration of theſe Fees, your Petitioner did keep, and 
is bound to keep at his own charge ſeveral perſons to give their at- 
tencance to Survey or Aſſay all Gold or Silver Wyer, Thread, Spang- 
les, &c. to pay Houſeerent , books, wax , fire, coles, &c 
and to warrant to all perſons whomſoever, that all Gold and Silver 
Wyer drawn: at the Office appointed by your Majeſties Royal Fathers 
Proclamation, ſhould all be made of good Silver, none under Sters 
ling, or the Standard. 

And if it ſhould chance any perſon or perfons to be wronged in 
the premiſes, and buy Gold and Silver Wyer, Thread, or Lace, made 
2nd drawn, and ſealed in the faid Office, by your Petitioner, or his 
Servants, that then your P<ticioner ſhould pay full damages to any 
Perſon that (could find out, or diſcover the ſame. 

And your Mzj-ſties Royal Father ſet forth his Proclamation, and 
appointed by his Commiſſioners under the great Seal, ſome of His 
moſt honourable Privy Council, his Attorney and Solicitor General, 
and Maſters of Requeſt, and Clarks of the Council, His Officers of 
the Mint, and ſome eminent Aldermen to be His Commiſſioners, 
giving them inftru&ions under bis Majefties ga Manual, this being 
done 1635, by the advice of His Privy Council, afcer many daies 
hearing at the Council Table. 

Theſe Gentlemen fate every week pne day, and five made a Com- 
mittee, and ſometimes more, to regulate and reſtrain the abuſes, and 
they cauſed ſome of the Offenders to be ſer in the Pillory, being indi- 
Qed at Newgate; and in the compaſſe of fix years, brought the wotk* 
mer, and all people trading in this ManufaQture, into that good order 
and decorum, that all Gold and —_ Lace, Thread, Wyer, &c, was 

2 as 
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Your Pexitionet as exactly made as the Plate or moneys of the Kingdom, the numbers of 
being 1641. firſt yorkmen regulated, a due Proportion of Silver to Silk, whereby this Ma- 
ſenrby the Par- "| © Q1re was made the beſt in London of any place in Chriftendem, and 
| 0-7 htc your Pecitioner ſeeing all orders and rules ſertted and made by the Commilſ- 
ena ſhis board fioners, or any five of them to be duly exceured, was the principal cauſe 
to the Kings of that Reformarion that followed. This Regulation was complained of in 
Bench: & in the par{{ament, 1640. but upon Examination all Parties put to take their Re- 
horÞ Was of medy by the Law, and havein all rimes juſtified the Regulation. 
the T-wer for But upon the perſecution of the long Parliament, yoar Petition- 
near foar years, Cr went to your Royal Father to York, and the honourable.Commiſſion- 
being kept in a erg appointed for the reguiating this ManufaQure, being Privy Counſel- 
dungeon 5+” lors, and other eminent Officers of the Kingdom. Theſe Gentlemen, al- 
- «gh had of , moſt all of them, according to their duries, followed your Majeſties Royal 
Father in all his Troubles, but ſince, length of Time, fortune of the 


eſtate plundced, "= 
to the valew of Warres, and other caſuaities, almoſt all of theſe Honourable Councel - 


eleven thouſand jgrg are dead, by whoſe wiſdom and care theſe abuſes were regulated, 


p2unds, and WY 114 this Regulation afterwards veglected, the heavy coines melted, Silver 


room _— ſ-ghtly and adulcerately made, to the damage of the Kingdom many hun- 


ty thouſand dred thouſand pounds within this twenty years. 
pounds, and In your Petitioners Patent under the Great Seal of England, there is 
threarned ro be jp; priſe, that if hereafter the Government or Regulation of this Va- 
took uy nafacture by-Commilſſioners, be altered or changed into any other form, 
bringing ' from or any other Proclamation for the regulating this Manufacture, yet your 
your Majeſtics Petitioners Grant, with his Fees and. Powers,- ſhould be, and continue 
Royal Father firme, good and effeRual in the Law, as appears by your Petitioners Pa- 
—_——< rent, dated 7 Sept. 14. Car. which Patent taken out of the Rolls, your 
peace to the Ci- Petitioner hath left with the Honourable Mr. Attorney General, with a 
ty of London. Petition to your Majeftie, formerly referred to the Right Honourable the 
In all I was #- Lords Commiſſioners of your Majeſties Treaſury, touching the Regula- 
bout eight yeUs ton of this buſineſſe, 15. Sept, 1667. 
rom Your Petitioners humble prayer to your Majeſtieis, that your Majeſty 
would ſpeedily prevent the great abuſes and diſorders daily praRtiſed, in 
the andue making of Gold and Silver Thread, Wire, Lace, Spangles,and 
the unlawful melting ofthe heavy current filver Coines, there. being above 
twenty thouſand pounds a year waſted and bruiſed away,by thin and ſlight 
making of Silver Lace, for the private profit of the Wiredrawers, which 
if it were duly made, would all be returned to the melting Por, and avoid 
that waſte of Treaſure, that by order of your Majeſtie and your Privy 
Councel, all perſons as formerly, from 1635. to 1641, beenjoyned to the 
due eſſaying of all Silver Wire at the Bar, and che Thread ſealed, and 
true Regiſters kept of all Gold and Silver employed in this ManufaQure, 
and all Bars and Engines brought into one place, according to the Pro- 
Cla- 


— — - 


” 


; yo CY, 
clamation of your Majeſties Royal Father, in the 11th. year of his Reign, 1 hunbly be- 
that ſo your Majeſtie may have a true Accompt what Silver is Tpent in this ſecch ycu; Ma- 


ManufaQture, and ſo regulate the Excels, which is to the prejudice of "ty *9 rcad the 
your Mint,that baſe and interior perſons may not weare the ſame. ger of = 
ommirree 10D 


And that your Petitioner may be required to continue hisS 
| earches ſo Trade, fol. 12. 
often as he ſhall finde juſt occaſion, to ſeize all courſe Silver, under ſter- 10. edt aovgs 


ling, made or making into any of theſe ManufaQures, and to deface the *2*rvſt the wire- 
drawers With a 


ſame, recurning the material to the Owner as ſoon as they are defaced 
according to his Patent, th Gold or Silver ed OE 
, that no Gold orSilver Lace be hereafter mixed with the rule & 


1n "ns _ _ C w_ or made under ſterling. | government of 
| For the better enabling your ?eritioner to do this ſervice, your Peti- 'Þis Manufa- 
tioner humbly prayes your Majeſtie to renew your Royal Tachers former ture. AGE 
Commiſſion 1635. with ſuch alterations and additions, as your Majeftie ſn MO 
and your Privy Counce), with the Attorrey General ſhall judge fit, for the ———— 
perſons and the powers to be your MajeſtizsCommiſitonersfor this buſineſs _ royal Fa- 
Or elſe if your Ma ;eftie and your Privy Councel ſhall think it meet for *Þer of bleſled 
your ſervice, and the fuller diſcovery of theſe abuſes, (never ſuffer the T5017 _— 
Gold Wiredrawersto havea Corporation.) Bur it your Majeſtie, b - wad; —_ 
advice of your Privy Councel, command the Corporation of Goldſmiths Preliomin "5 
by reaſon the regulating of Gold andSilveris a particular branch of their #hea he vas 
T rade, that they be required by your Majellie to take and view the for Prince,thar they 
mer regulation of this Manufacture, as it was ſetled by Commiſſioners, _ — 
from the year 1635. to 1641. and to conſider of ſuch alterations and ad- "—_ O08 
ditions for the due Regulation of this ManufaRure, that all abuſes now uſt chemagniis 
praftiſed in the Workmaſters, Workm:n, Traders and Venders of this **Y, have coz- 
Commodity, may for the future be prevented; your Majeſtie, Nobilit cace rae 
and Gentry duly ſerved with good Silver Lace, which maintaines by Mz: - _ wi" 
nufaQure many thouſand people in the City of Londoy. | yes "of alia 
All Gold and Silver Wire drawn at the Office for any of theſe aforeſaid *%<2ty thouſand . 
ManufaQures, of Lace, Thread, Embroidery, to be effayed and warrant- pounds a years 
ed to be good Sllver by your Petitioner, as he hath put in Security into - Fahey 
the Exchecquer, or to pay the damage. - rr com — 
That the Company of Goldſmiths, as often as occaſion ſhall require, 22W we endats 
ſhall from time to time propound ſuch Rules and Orders, for the due !2ingro ger a 
making, vending, and uttering the ſame ManufaRtures, as they in their bn, oe 
experience ſhall tinde moſt neceffary for the ends expreſſed, and being _—— 
required by your Majeſtie, for their daily aſſiſting, adviſing, and coun- Majeſty reve 
ſelling your Petitioner to diſcharge the Truſt and Duty of his Place, ac- __ 
cording to his Grant under theGreat Seal, that ſo all the former abuſes for 
the furure may beprevented,and the credit of this manufaRure reſtored 
and your Petitioner encouraged to do his duty, rodiſcover theſe abuſes, 
and for. to incourage the Goldſmiths Company to look carefully after this - 
'  bulineſſe,, 


— * @ 
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May it pleaſe bufineſſe, that after the Expiration of your Petitioners Grant, by your 
ws "wy ron | Majeſties graceand goodneſſe, the Powers, Fees and Salaries granted to 
with h:Compa Your Petitioner, toenable him to do this ſervice, may for ever be fixed 
ny of Gold- and annexed tothe Company of Goldſmiths and their Suceefſors, they 
ſmichs abouc 2 then putting inSecurity in fifteen hundred pounds into the Exchecquer, 
0 Feet bY as your Petitioner hath done already, for the warranting all Gold and 
to: me, *har if Silver Wire drawn as aforeſaid, for making any the aforeſaid Manufi- 
your Majeſty,or tures to be good Silver, and that the Company of Goldimiths by your 
your Privy Majeſties Gracious Reference, be commanded to certiftie your Majelties 
—_— __ _ Privy Councel,. and your Attorney General, of ſuch wayes and Rules 
mands to fer "ICY ſhall find beſt roprevent theſe abuſes, your Majeſtic being graci- 
down the wairs Ouſly pleaſed to recommend the ſame to your Parliament, to have this Re- 
2nd rules, tothe gulation ſertled on the Goldſmiths by Parliament. This will perfe& the 
—_ their *K'! Reformation, and prevent thedaily abuſespur on the Wearers of Gold 
wid "hey it and Silver Lace, when the Company of Goldſmiths that are Artiſts, 
withal redinefs Þut no Traders in this ManufaRure, ſhall be bound to warrant the ſame 
bumbly do it ;to allperſons, and to ſurvey and ſee the Gold Wiredrawers do their 


andif theſe rules duty. And your Petitioner ſhall ever pruy,&c. 
be approved on 


with ſt ch alter- 


aions # your At the Court at Whitehall Jan. 25. 1634. 


jeſty, & 
Provy "Goon Preſent. 
Ht judge fit, oh 
a Ma: | 
My onebnk. The KINGS moſt Excellent Majeſtie_ 


ed to the Parliz- P Lord Archb. of Cant.gg Earl: Mar all. ord Newburgh. 


_—_ and by N\ r9rd Keeper. Lord Ghamberlaine. JMr. T reaſurer. 
they ol on Lord Treaſurer. Earle of Dorſet. Mr. Comptroller, 


is the only cer- | YLord Privie Seale. G)Earle of Carliſle. | Hr Vice Chamberl. 
tain and lafe © & Lord Dukg of Lenox. F Earle of Holland. Mr. Secretary Coke 
way forthem to \ Z,yd Mar. Hamilton\Q Lord C ottington. Mr. Secret. Windebanks 


aft, ro reforme | 
= pry ark 4 XX Pon Complaint made this day to his Majeſtie, 


have confeſſed , [BST EPL fittins in Counſel by Sir —_ Mildmay, 
they know is 2 fi I Ya Hf IS Knight Valter of the Jewel-houſe,that much 
reve ſhame ro of his. Ma'eſtiesPlate had bin ſollen, and then 
chat che Net i & melted down into Ingots, and unlawfully fold, 
wn and Gentty { )\ as well ro ſundry Goldſmiths as to Refiners. 
ſhov'd be ſo cai- &5S For proof whereof he preſented ſundry de- 
ly deceived as S poſitions,of which two were read. And up- 
_—_—— —Aal<q,> on Information given by ſome of the War- 
dutterme ſilver © FEED. dens and Company of Goldſmiths, (who did 
lace,wyer,ſparig:ghis day attend) touching the detriment which ariſeth by the undue pra- 
les,thread,&c. Qices 
| +2 7 HR ef theſe ManvfaRores by your Petitioner, will for the future prevent, ard the 
advice and affiftance of the Company of Goldſmiths, will t:engrhen your Petitioner in this ſervice. 


EE EY CC 


— 


— 
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Qices of the faidRefiners. ' Who in ſtead of ſelling Silver Bullion to the 
ſaid Company of Goldſmiths, or bringing it tothe Mint, according tothe 
Statute of the fourth year of Hewry the ſeventh, do raiſe the ſame in 
finenefſe, and utteritto the Wiredrawers, and others of like Trades, 
at higher rates,then either the Mint can allow, or the Goldſmiths can give. 
And do thereby cauſe the Conſumption of 4 great and exceſſive maſs of 
gold axd ſilver, in thread, [pangles, and other unneceſ[ary things. His Ma- 
jeſtie having taken the premiſles into conſideration, was pleaſed to order 
and command (with advice of the Board) that the ſaid Sir Hexry 11i1d- 
may ſhall go to Mr. Attorney General, with the ſaid depoſitions, and 
what heelſe can produce to that purpoſe. And that the Goldſmiths ſhall 
likewiſe attend the faid Mr. Attorney, with ſuch informations as they 
bare already, or can recover by furcher Inquirie, (wherein they are to 
uſe all ſpeed and diligence) And that thereupon Mr. Attorney ſhall pro- 
ſecute in alegal way, ſuch as he ſhall finde to be offendors as well Gold- 
ſmiths as Refiners, 1n any of the particulars beforementioned, And cauſe 
the ſaid Statute (againſt the ſaid Refiners, &c. to be ſtrictly pur in exe- 
cution. And ſuch courſe to be preſently taken, that the penalties there- 
upon may be recovered againſt ſuch as are or ſhail be found offendors as 
Sainſt the ſaid Statute. 


W. BEECHER. 


'N Proſecution of the aforeſaid Order, and to bring the Offenders to Puftice, 

by order of Afr. Secretary Cook andothers. Mr. Alexander Jackſon, 
the. ſworne Aſſay- Maſter of Goldſmiths Hall, was. commanded to make true 
Aſſay of an hundred and twelve ſeveral parcels of Gold and Silver lace, 
Spangles, burnt Silver, ſome of this ſilver Lace and Thread, holding iy Cop- 
per above foure ounces on a pound Troy, ſeme 64d. 3 d. 2 worſe 
then ſterling upon the ounce. This was done in April 1635. And in May 
1639. all theſe pareels of Silver Lace, Purles, Spangles and T bread, made 
and reported by the aboveſaid Mr. Alexander Jackſon, for which ſervice I 
paid him five pounds, as 1 have his Receipt and Aſſajes reported under his 
hand, who is now living, a Gentleman of great experience and credit, and cau 
Juſtifie upon his Oath theſe ſeveral parcels of Silver Lace, being all under 


 fterling , And I huve it Atteſted under ſeveral. hands, that theſe parcels of 


Silver Lace was made, uttered, audſold againſt the Lawes of the Kingdom, 
and contrary to the Oath of every Freeman of London, every Freeman work- 
3ng any Goldor Silver, doth or ought to ſware to work no Silver in any Mas 
nufatture but fterling, nor no Gold in Manufattare under Crown Gold, that 
by the Law all perſons offending enght to be Indited, and ſtand in the —_ 

Aa 
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aud be fined at the Pleaſure of the F wſtices at the Seſſions, and find Suretics 
for their ga9d behaviour. 

Tcauſed fame of theſe offends that mad: Silv:r Lace, Wire and Thread, 
with a Core of Copper, to be ſet in the Pillsry in Cheapſiae, and fined at the 
Seſſions, au1cauſed twenty men to run out of the City of London, beyoud 
ſeas,for ſelling Silver Lace mixed with Copper, This Sir George Sands 
kwweth to be true, his brother being cozexea here in London with a great 
parcel of Silver Lace mixed with Copper, which he paid for as good Silver. 

If your Majeſtie bad nit pardoned theſe Abuſes, I could ſet drwn the par- 
ticular names, and mark them to poſterity with a black Impreſſion, of both 
Silkwen, iViredrawers, and others, with the number of about fifty Shop= 
keepers, who ſold theſe hun ired and twelve parcels of courſe connterfeit Lace, 
Spangles, Thread, Wire, for good Silver, aud the year and day they did «t, 
with good witneſſes to prove it, which had they their due, by the Law they 
ought to ſtand in the Pillory, and make fine and ran/ome to your Majeſtie. 
But I hope for their amendment , yet if required, I can produce to your Maje- 
fries moft Honourable Privy Councel their Names with witneſſe. 


——_ ——— ___  k_ 


em 


At the Sub-Committee of Parliament, appointed to take ins 
> 89 conſideration the ſeveral petitions of the Refiners of gold and ſil- 
wer, the Gold WWyer. drawers, the Hand-Spinners with the Charie 
and Spindle, and the Wheel ſpinners, and of Thomas Violet of 
London, Goldſmith, for the due regulation of the Manuf a- 
ures of Gold and Silver wyer and thread, purle, oats, plated wyer, 
 ſpangles, and Copper wyer and thread, &Cc. to prevent the former 
abuſes prattiſed in the ſaid ManufatFures : and to prohibit the 
culling, and melting down the currant Silver coynes of this Nation 
for the fmture, 


V E have called before us the Petitioners, and have ſeveral dayes 
heard this bufinefle, and upon conſideration had, we do offer 


as followeth, 


1. Foraſmuch as ic appeared unto us, that ſeveral greaz abuſes have 
been, and are daily committed in the culling, and melting down of the 
currant filver coynes, of this Nation: Ir is therefore offered, as our opi- 
aion, that his -—- — and the Parliameac, take ttri& order, by Procla- 

mation, or othecwiſc,qo reſtrain the melting down of the currant coines 
of 
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of this Nation, for the making of (9. ManufaRares, or any other ma- 
nufature whatſoever. We have had preſented unto us four Proclama- 
tions, two of them in the time of the late King James his Reign, and the 
other two in the time of the late King Charles : which Proclamations we 
have peruſed, and do find in all of them, that the melting down of any of 
the currant Coines of this Nation is forbidden, upon {trit penalties to 
be laid, and inflitedu; on the offenders, 


2. Itis alſo our opinion, that it would be good and benificial to this 
Commonwealth, if his ——— and the Parliament would be p'eafed 
to take order to prevent the daily abuſes praiſed by Artiſts, in the ma- 
king of theſe manufattures aforelaid; And for the diſcovering of theſe 
fra1ds for the time to come z And for that end and purpoſe to appoint 
a worn Surveyor,with a Sea), for the ſealing of all gold and filverthred, 
and copper thred, and to appoint punchion irons to be made, to mack 
all gold and ſilver wyer, that ſhall be imployed or ſpent in any the ſaid 
wanutatures : And the Surveyor, Aſſayer, or Sealer, to put in good fee 
curity to his — — in the Exchequer, in the ſum of 1500 4. to 
warrant all the manutaRures ſealed, ſurveyed, and marked, to be good 
alver and gold, according to the ſtandard, and well and duely made; 
the ſt]ver and gold thred to contain-five ounces Troy to a pound weight 
Fenice, which is Eight Ounces Troy, and one fifth part : And that no 
gold or ſilver wyer or thread, {ball be hereafter made and ſold, under fter- 
ling, or before the ſaid ;;old and filver thread, or wyer, be viewed, 
and ſealed, or {tamped, upon pain of forfeiture of the ſame to his 
—— :; And that ſtri& order and command be given, that no perſon, or 
perſons, do ce 2untecteit the aforeſaid Seal, or ſtamps which are to be ag= 
pointed by his wc or the Parliament. The late King, to prevent 
the afore{aid abuſes, in the eleventh year of his reign, by Proclamation 
appointed the Roſe.crowned, to be the ſeal, for ſealing this manuſature 
ef goldand filver thred ; and for the copper giit, and filvered thred, the 
ſcal appointed was the Lion. crowned. _ 


3. Weoffer-itas our opinion, that all goldand ſilver thread, which 

f ail be hereafter made, ſhall hold a due proportion of ſilver to filk : viz. 

no gold or {i[ver thread be for the time to come mad:, 1ader tive ounces 
Troy, of fterling filver, to a pound weight Venice, up<u pain ot forfeiture 
of all the aforefaid manufattures, which ſhall not be wrought accorrting 
to the aforeſaid rule. But every work=maſter, arc other perſons whome 
ſoever, are allowed to put. in as much more {ifvec as be or they plea's. 
And this rule being duely obſerv-d, will. prevent all ſizht making of 


gold and (ilver thread : which will -—-_ the State in the Bulliun ot oo 
Nas 
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Natiob, tnany thouſand ng a year, which is now bruſhed and blown 
away, and comes to nothing, | 


4. We offer it, as our opinion, that the Ofiice of Surveyor, Sealer, 
or Afﬀayer, may be in one perſon, to be reſponſable to the Common- 
wealth, for all abuſes in ſealing ſleight and adulterate filver thread, or . 
marking courſe filver Wyer, under Sterling ; to avoid putting and poft- 
ing off one fcom another, the abuſes, when they are found, either of 
courſe filyer wyer, or of courſe gold or filver thread, made under Ster- 
ling, or not juſtly made, with five ounces of filver, Troy weight, to a 
pound Venice ; T hat ſo the office being in one perſon, all perſons wrong- 
ed may know certainly where, and to whom they may come for their 
remedy, for all ſilver thread that is ſealed, or filver wyer marked or 
ſtamped in the office,8 which ſhall be found courſe and adulterate,or un- 
| der Sterling,the officer to be bound to make it good,and pay the damage. 


5+ That the Scalers or Surveyers, ſhall cauſe all the filver imployed 
for theſe manufaQures, to be daely affayed in the Barr, or Ingot, or in 
the hanck of wyer; and that crue Regiſters and Entries be kept of the 
ſame, both of the quantity, and finenefſe of every bar of ſilver, or hanck 
of Wyer diſgroſſed for theſe manufatures- And that- the State may 
havea juſt account what falver is ſpent in this manufaQure yearly : to 
that end, all Barrs and Diſgroſſing Irons, be brought to one place 2: as 
the Jace King by his Proclamation ſettled this manufaQure, in the ele- 
yenth year of his reign. . 


6. That all gold and filyer thread ſhall be madeup in skeynes, and 
nat-on quills, according to the rules in the late Kings time; as appeares 
by the P:oclamation in the eleventh year of the late King Charles. And 
that at one end of the 8keyne there be put the workmans mark, and at 
the other, tht Surveyors mark, or ſea], to teſtifie the goodnefle thereof. 
And that all Mzfter-workmen bring in their names, and their aviding 
Places, and workehouſes, and their ſeals, or marks, to be hung up openly 
in the office, as was fortherly done in 1635. in the Office in Little Brit- 
2ain, wpon the penalty and pain of 2001. . ; 

And that the Surveyor and his depatics, may be impowered to make 
ſearches ſo often as he ſhall fiad occafion, to. ſee all the workers of theſe 
manufaures, make good, and warcantable gold and filver thread and 
wyer, for all the ſaid manufaftures; and to ſeize all courſe and adulterate 
and ſlight manufaQtures aforeſaid, for the uſe of his ——, where 
they ſhall be found falſe, or adulterate, or not a due proportion of fil- 
yer to filk; or any perfon, or perſons working thele — 

whoſe - 
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whoſe name is not repifired in the Office, We leave it to hig —— 
and the Parliament, to fet down whar proportion of the ſeizures ſhall 
go to them that diſcovers the ſame offenders, for their encou- 


ragement. 


7, Whereas upon hearing all parties concerned in the making of gold 
and filver thread, and upon due confideration of the ſame, finding thas 
the uſe of the Wheeles in making the ſaid ManufaRture of gold and fil- 
ver thread, is ot great prejudice to the Commonwealth, in the making 
of ſlight, falſe, and counterfeit ware z and to the utter undoing of ma- 
ny thouſands of poor Hand-ſpinners, who make the ſaid Manufafture 
with the Chair and Sj indle: Ic is therefore the opinion of the (aid Come 
mittee, that the making of the ſaid Manufafture by the Wheeles, be 


totally ſuppreſt. 


8. Foraſmach as this Committee are ſatioh-d, that a great number of 
ſervant Maidfleaye their ſervices, and berake themſelves tothe T rade of 
ſilver-Þinning, lying in private chambers ; not only eo the im iſh- 
ing of themſelves, but alſo of thoſe who have been Jong exerciſed, and 
brought up in the ſaid Trade, to rhe utter ruine of the poor people who 
have ſerved apprentiſhips to this Trade, and their families : It is aheres 
fore offered as the opinion of this Gommitree, that from henceforth no 
perſon, or perſons, either men or women, exercife the Trade of making 
this manufature, but ſuch who ſhall have ſerved the terme of ſeaven 
yeares apprentiſhip to the ſaid Trade, or have been exerciſcdin the ſame 
for the terme of ſeaven yeares laſt paſt, 


9. We offer, that no gold or filver lace, or other the manufaQtures 
aforeſaid, be made up, or mingled with any Copper gold or filver 
thread, wyer, or plate, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, 
And that no perſon uſing, or making any copper gold, or copper filver 
wyer, plate, thread, ſpangles, oacs, or any other the manufaftures afore- 
mencioned, ſhall at the ſame time, make, atrer, or ſell any right gold 
and filver, under the penalty of one hundred pounds. And we do like- 
wite think-it neceſſary, that all copper wyer being filvered, or gilt, be 
diſgroſſed all at one place : and the copper thread to be ſealed with a 
ſeal to be appointed by his =—— and the Parliament; and the Sar- 
y-yer of the filver thread to be keeper of the ſeal for the copper; as 
was formerly done by the Regulation in the 11th. of Kin? Caries. 


70, We offer jitas the opinion of this Committee, Tart whereas the 


Refiners and Wyer-drawers have delired a Corporation, to regulate 
B 2 theic 


T humbly be- 
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&ctheir Trade, and the numbers, and chat interlopers, and ſuch as have 
<no right to the trade, may not peſter their profeſſion ; theſe interlopers 
working undacly in corners : We conceive a Corporation granted to 
*them, with ſeveral reſtriftions, for the juſt, .and due Regulation, may 


ſeech you Ma: tbe yery ſerviceable to the Commonwealth : and ſome of theſe Reitri&i- 


jeſtie ro mak 
well this 10 
hcad, 


+Regulation. : JT ,2* 


£2n5 we here ſet down, the reſt we leave to be added. 1. That this Trade 
cnever get alicenceto cull, or-melt the coynes of the Nation, for making 
their manutaftace. - 2. That they may not work: any filver und:r the 
£Stindard. 3. That they. may ,not work gold or filver thread with leſſe 
<1ver then hve. ounces Troy weight, to a-pound Venice; for the thin plate 
&f filver ro a great body of ilk; being laid on a garment.che liIver is bruſhy 
&*d, and rubb:d away, 4nd there remaines very little (ilver to the melting- 
*ot : and by this fraudu'ent pratt ce, an incredible ſum of {ilver is walt- 
**d ycarly,as hath been athrmed to us by Actiſis, above thirty thouſand 
©ounds a year, which by this Regulation, of putting five ounces Troy of 
&{xlver, toa pound Venice, will be ſaved in the ſtock «f:t.eNaticn; and 
«he lace will laſt four cirmes as Jong, and the filver will return all to the 

Emeltng-pot- Ic is our opinions, that his ——— have yearly the 
&geight and true value, and finenefſe of the Srandard ct all gold and fils 
Fer daily imploycd, or ſpent in this manuf:Rure, as they regiſter in the 
<nint and Goldſm:ths-Hall , the true weight o.: the plate and moneys ; 

*and this Regilier ſhail be Kept and delivered in yearly, by the Sealer and 
<Affyer of this manufature upon oath. And we offer it as our opini- 
cons, That ifthe State will have any good to come of this Re: ulation, 

*and to be juſtly and faithtully ſerved; then the place cf Surveyer, or 
&Szaler and Allayer, muſt never be put into the hands of avy perſon thar 
4s atrader in theſe manrutafures, but ſuch a one as hath z8kill, and is 

©no trader in theſe manufaftures ; for if he once be a trader, during the 

s&ime he is Suryeyer and Sealer, he will be, his own carver, and then he 

<jpill have a great temptation co be. corrupt. . 


11. We find, upon ſeveral dayes examination of this bufinefs, concern- 
ing the Regulacion of theſe ManufaQtures, Mr.Thomas Violet, who is under 
ſequeltration, who formerly, was Surveyer and Sealer in the late Kings 
time, and;hath, proſecuted this buſineſs, for many Yeares, © have a-due 
Regulation of theſe manufattuces, ro. bea perſan very aRive, and know- 

ing in every parbof the myſtery o! theſe manufaftures. . He hath preſent- 
ed unto us by proof, atteſted under ſeveral mer.s hands, the general a- 
- buſechat was in London, in the deceittul making theſe manufaRures, and 
fliing .them:.jor good {ilver, when. they were. all courſe and adulte- 
rate z which cauſed the Jate Kipg and his Council in 1635: to ſettle that 
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And weare all of opinion, __ there is an abſolute neceſſity, for the 
ſeryice and advantage of the Commonwealth, to prevent the frauds 
daily praiſed in the making theſe ManutfaQures, that ſuch an office 
and Officer, for the ſcaling, marking, ſurveying, and aſsaying all the a» 
foreſaid ManufaQtures, be appointes, ard ictrled for the time to come : 
and the ſaid Officer to warrant theſe n:anufaftures to the wearers, and 
Nation in general : and to put in good ſecurity in the Exchequer for 
doing the ſame, in the ſumare of fiiteen hundred gone to haye this 
courſe taken. We hold it veey fir and neceflary, for the prevention of 
all the aforeſaid abuſes, now put on this Commonwealth. And theun- 
dertaker ought to baveali encouragement in this bufineſſe, being a con- 
fiderable ſervice done to the Nation ; molt eſpecially to ſuch as wear gold 


and lilver lace, All which we ſubmit. 
16, Funty 1667. This is a true Copy of tbe ſeveral Votes of the Sub» 


A 5+ Committee, to whom the Petition of Ar. Tho- 

IT mas Violet was referred. Which Votes were 
ſgned by Mr. Dance, Ar. Moody, and Mr, 
Clark. 


Fobn Martin Clark to the Committe 
for-Trade, 


PE mmm FO 


To the Right Honourable, the 
PasL1aMent of England, Cc. 


T be humble Petition of Thomas Violet..”. 


Humb!y Sheweth, 


-; Hat your Petitioner repreſented the 1. April 1658 unto: 
$4 the Pal amenc chen fitcing, thatdaily-great quantities of. 


x 
CSE Py beavy cutiant Silver Coines'of this-Nation, weremeked 
< JL ies do- n for the making Gold and Silver Wyer, Lace, Thread, 
== Ribbons, Spangles;&c,' to the great waſt of the. ſtock 
of the Nation by which evil praftiſes many miſcbiefs , cheats, and” 
dam-ges «re - Intruded , upon-: this- Commonewealth, « which ought. 
ftrikly co bx: prevented, and- melt eſpecially in this -conjunQure-'of 
time, having wars wich Spain; and the ſprings of Silver which-uſed 
$o-fluw in to us by Trade, now ſtopped. - © "0b 

as - + 
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That great quantities of Gold and Silver Thread, and Lace, is 
ſlightly, and undaely wrought, to the great deceit of thoſe that weare 
che fame, as your Petitioner hath proved in many particulars to the 
late Committee of Pacliamenc for Trade, to whom that buiineifie was 
referred. 

And they upon many daies Examination, and full hearing of all 
partics, as by their Certificate of the Commictee of Trade hereunto 
annexed, may more tully appear; have certified the daily great abuſcs 
by the faiſe, and deceitful making Gold and Silver Thread and Wy:r, 
the wearers being daily cozened, both in purting into their Si'ver 
Thread a flight proportion of Silver to filk, whereas they ſhould 
make good filver Thread to containe fix onnces fine hlver, and ewo 
ounces of filk to one pound Venice of Silver Thread, an. five ounces 
fine filver, ani three ounc:s of iilk to the flighceſt Silver Thread, that- 
ought to be made. | 

Now great quantities of Go!d and Silver Thread and Lace, is dayly 
fould, which containes five ounces Silk, to three ounces Silver , and 
four ounces Silver to four ounces ſilk, and many times this Silver 
Lace is not onely flighcly and deceitfully made with a lelle propor- 
tion of filver to filk, then it ought to be, but alſo is made under 
ſterling filyer, being mix-d with Copper, and the ilk falſe and de- 
ceitfully dyed, which makes the Lace turne black and tarniſh, and 
ſpoiles ehe Garment of all perſons that weare the ſame, aſſoon as any 
wet or aire comes to the Lace, | 

Your Petitioner (the laſt Parliament in Fune, anno 165 7. prodiced 
Mr. Mexander Fack ſen, the ſworne Afſay-Maſter of Goldſmiths Hall, 
before the Committee for Trade, who being examined, confeſſed thae 
at onetime, in the compaſſe of a few weeks, he made Afay of above 
one hundred ſeveral parcels of Gold and Silver Lace, Thread, Spangles, 
Wyer, which was bought up in ſeveral Shops in London, avd brought 
eo him by your Petitioner and others ; all which ſilver ManafaQurcs 
was (ould for good Silver , 2nd upon the Aﬀaics every ſeveral pai- 
fel was found conrfe and adultrate, under the Standard, as is atteſted 
under che hand of Mr. Mexander Fackſon (worne Aﬀſay- Maſter for the 
Gompany of Goldſmiths, which Cercificate your Pecitioner hath rea- 
dy to be produced for your Honours view, | 

It is certified by che Committee of Trade 16. Fane 16 5 7. that they 
find it affirmed © chem by ſeveral Artifts, thac by the {light making 
of Gold and Silver Thread and Lace, there is above thirty chouſand 
poarids « yeer waſted and ſpent in this Nation, which by a due re- 
guladion of -enjoyning all perfons to pue at leaft five onnces fine fil- 
ver $0 the pound Venice, this Treaſnre would all be ſaved in che _ 

0 
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of this Nation, and the Lace KS laft four times as long, as1t now 
doth, and not turne black, and the filver return all to the melting 
Pot; for great quantities of Silver Lace that is now ſould, the buyers 
are cczened both in the fineneſle of the filver, being mixed wich Cop. 
per under Sterling, or paying for filver when they buy filk heavy 
dyed, having many times a third part filk, more then ought to be pur 
into the ſilver Thread, were it duel , according to the former 
Rules 1635. to 1641. Thelate Sub-Committee for Trade, made ſo 
large a progreſſes into this bufineſſe, finding it to be of great con- 
cerament, ſpent many daies to finiſh their Report, and have eertifie 
ed the ſeveral frauds praiſed in the making all theſe Manufaftures 
of Gold and Silver Wyer, Thread, &c. And have ſet down Waies 
and Rules for the -preventing the like abaſes for the future. 

Your Petitioners moſt humble prayer is, that this High Court 
would be pleaſed to finiſh fo good a work, and perfe& the Regu- 
Jacion of this ManufaRure for the future, and that a Law be made, 
that none of the currant ſilver Coines be hereafter melted for the 
making any of theſe ManufaQtures: that no Gold or Silver in Wyer 
or Lace, be put to ſaile under Sterling : that no Gold or Silver 
Thread, hold or containe lefle filver then five ounces ſilver to be at 
the leaſt Sterling, upon ſevere penaltier, beſides the defaceing of the 
Materials, 

And that your Petitioner be commanded by the Parliament, to ſee 
tothe due Execution, and to receive ſuch fees and allowances, as he is 
Sk to take by his Patent nnder the great Seale of Eng- 
and. | 

And your Petitioner ſhall pray, &c, 


This pretended Parliament referred this Petition to a Committee, and 
fſbortly after were forced, and diſſolved by the Army, The Rump 
Parliament ſucceeded 1bem ,' and promiſed to reforme theſe a= 
buſes, but did nothing bat promiſe and delay. Hi MajesTY 
returning for Enpland, upon whoſe Bleſſed arival; your Petitie 
oner made this following Petition, and bad this gracious Refer- 
ence to the Right Honomable the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Treaſury : The original Petition is in the cuſtody of Sir 
Philip Warwick, and-followes, vize + 


To 
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Fol + TO THE 
KINGS Moſt Excellen: MAJESTY, 


'The humble Petition of Thomas Yioler, of 
-F - London, Goldſmith, 


' Humbly ſhrweth, 


Hat your Petitioner being commanded by your Majelties 
? Royal Father, in 1643. to bring up his gracious letter to 
his City of Zonden, direRted to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 


ruine, without your Majelity in your mercy relieve him. Your Pecitioner 
proſtrate at your Majeſties feet, preſents to your Majeſtie, the great ſeve- 
rity ef your Petitioners ſufferings, there never being che iike ſad preſident 
in the Nation, during alltheſc diſtraRed times, char a man for bringing up 
4 letter of peace from his late Majeſty of glorious memory, ſhould be rui- 
ned for obeying his Majeſties commands, the only cauſe of your Petitio- 
ners ſequeſtration and ruine being for ſo doing. : 


That upon complaint made by ſeveral perſons, that great quantities of 
_ the currant heavy ſilver coynes and plate in this Nation is daily melted, 
| and waſted, for the making of the manufaRure of gold and ſilver thread, 
wyer, and lace, to the great waſte and deſtruction of the ſtock of heavy 
_ Engliſs money, and great quantities of goid and filver tranſported with- 
- our licence. 


To prevent theſe abuſes, your Majeſties Royal Father, by the adviceef 
his Privy Counſel, did grant unto your Petitioner for three lives, and che 
| longeſt liver of them, the 7th. day of September, in the 14th. year of hig 
-late Majefties reign, a Patent under the great Seal of Zng/and, tor the re- 

gulacing the aforeſaid abuſes ; and granted to them, and che longer liver 
: | of 


f 
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of them, a Seal, being the Roſeand Crown, with aProhibitionto all per- 
ſons, not to preſume to counterfeit the ſame: Which Seal was for the 
ſealins of all gold and filver thread, which they found npon Aſſay, Survey 
or Tryal, to be made of good ſilver, with a due proportion of ſilver to 
filk, And your Petitioners had by Patent for two lives, four pence the 
pound weight Venice, for warranting all the aforeſaid gold and ſilver 
thread to be good ſilver, at leait Sterling, according to the Standard of 
this Nation. And thereupon being made up in skeynes, we were to put 
the aforeſaid ſeal upon it : and by their aforeſaid grant, we were upon 
the drawing and diſgroſling of all gold and ſilver wyer, for the making of 
ſ»angles, oaes, Purle, or gold and filver thread; upon the aſſaying of the 
ſaid wyer at the bar, we were to regiſter the weight and finezeſle : and 
thereupon your Petitioner to receive one half penny an Ounce for all wyer 
employed in any the aforeſaid ManufaQures; and your Petitioner was 
impowered to receive all duties impoſed, laid, or to be laid upon any the 
faid manufatures. Upon confideration of the ſaid Fees, your Petitioner 
is bound in the Exchequer with good ſecurity in 1500 /. that all filver a{- 
fayed, ſealed, marked, or ſurveyed, as aforeſaid, was to be fine {ilver, at 
the leaſt as good as ſterling:W hereas many yeares your Petitioner regula- 
red this manufaRare, and cauſed the ſame to be as exaRly made, 'as the 
coyne, Or plate of this Nation, till theſe ſad troubles, when the Parliament 
ſequeltred your Peritioner. 


Your Petitioners humble prayer is, T hat your Majeſty would be pleaſed 
to recommond to the Parliament, or to your Majeſties Commiſſioners 
of your Treaſury, the reſtraining of the melting of the currant 

ſilver coynes of this Nation, for the making of any the aforeſaid 
manitfattures, and againft tranſperting gold and ſilver, and for 
the due paying of the duties and fees, according to the afoarſaid 
Letters Patents ; Which will prevent the abuſes daily prattiſed 
and committed: and theſe manufattures ſhall by your Petiticaer 
for the future, be warranted to be good to the wearers, or to pay all 
dammages to the parties grieved, according as your Petitioner cove- 
wanted in th: ſaid Letters Patents. And in regard of your Peti- 
tioners great ſufferings and loſſes, for doing yeur Rejal Majeſties 
Fathers ſervice, as aforeſaid; T hat your Majeſty would bt gra- 
tioufly pleaſed, by patent, to make your Petitioner one of your Ma- 
jcſties Auditors for the impreſſe, with the ſame fees as An- 
aitor Beale aud Auditor Bingly formerly received: or one of 
the Tellers of your Majefties Exchequer, with the uſnal fees : 
or that your Maicſty would be grationſly pleaſed te appurnt your 

| C ie 
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Petitioner ſome Office in the Cuftome-houſe , or Exciſe; your 
Petitioner (by the bleging of God ) and his own induſtry and ex- 
perjence, will improve your Majefties revenue in the ſaid Offices. 


And as in duty bound, your Petitioner ſhall 
pray for your Majelties long health and 


happineſlc. 


en —— —— — a _ - —— — 


At the Gourt at White- Hall, 
27. Fune 1660. 


Is Majeſty being very ſenfible of 
the Petitioners Loyalty, and {uf- 
ferings, is Gratiouſly pleaſed to 

refer the Conſideration and Examination of 

the Aſſertions in this Petitton, to the Lords 

Commiſſioners of his Majeſties Treaſury, 

who are accordingly to inform and certifie 

his Majeſty what their Lordſhips conceive 
fit for his Majeſty to do for relief of the Pe- 
titioner, as is deſired : and then his Majeſty 
will Declare his further Pleaſure concern- 
ing the Petitioners humble requeſt, : 


ROB MASON... 


This Original Petition ang Reference is in 


the Hands of Sir Phil. Warwick, 
TO 
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TO THE 

Right Honourable the Lord High Chan. 
cellour of England, the Lord High Trea- 
ſurer of England, the Lord Privy Seal; 
the Lord M/hley Chancellour of the Ex- 
checquer being all ofthe Committee for 
removing the obſtructions of the Mint, 


The bumble Petition of Thomas Violet Goldſmith, 


Henl ficſt Teft this aforefaid Petition with Sir Philip 
JJ Warwick, | was commanded by ſome of your Lord» 
ſhips, co bring into the Lords of the Council a 
& draught of a Proclamation againſt tranſporting of 

Gold and Silver, which I did, which begat a di- 
7 ſpute at the Council of Trade, and a Certificate 
; A fromthem, for the Merchants to have free liberty 
to Export Gold and Silver without Licence, to havea free Market. 

Whereupon I thought my ſelf bound by my Allegiance, conſider- 
ing how much it did import the honour, ſafety, and welfare of his Ma- 
jetty, and the Lords of His Privy Council, who by the Law can only 
yrant to the Merchants upon their Petition and juſt Reaſons ſhown, 
|-aveto tranſport Gold and Silver out of the Kingdome; and! know 
che miſchicfs which might come to the Kingdome, it this great erat 
were left to the Merchants. = > 

I did humbly ( according to my beſt abilities) ſtate the Kings right, 
and His Privy Councils by the Law, to have the only liberty co di. 
ſpence with the Statutes againſt tranſporting Gold and Silver; which 
Reaſons was oppoſed by ſome Honourable Gentlemen of the Council 
of Trade, before his Majzſty and His Privy Council. 

Sir George Downing and others, humbly preſſing Arguments for to 
have that Royal Flower of the Crown, and eo leave it free co the 
Merchants and others, to tranſport Gold and Silver, 

Your Petitioner being commanded by his Majeſty to give Sir George 

C3 Downing 


20) - | 
Downing an anſwer, I was neceſſitated co make a further Reply; and his 
Majeſty was graciouſly - pleaſed not to part with ſo great a power and 
eruſt to any other, then as the Law had inveſted it, his Majeſty and His 
Privy Council b-ing ſoly the Judges to reſtrain, or licence the tranſ- 
porting Gold and Silver,according as they in their wiſdoms thought fir. 
And fince in the perſuance of removing ſome obftruions in the 
Mint, his Maj:fty hath fer forth. three Proclamations, one again{t 
tranſporciny Gold or Silver without leave from his Majeſty; the 0- 
thee (erling the Rule of the currant Gold Coine. of this Kingdome ; 
. Tever held [t wy and the third decrying down after a certain Day, all Gold and Silver 
dury © Papal Coines that have been made in Englard ſince 1640, by any authori- 
ONE Grk.and ty whomſocver, without bis Majeſtics, and His Royal Fathers Wars 
when that was rant and Proclamation to make them currant. 


done, humbly ro May it pleaſe your Lord{hips, your Pctitioner being intruſted with 
pon nar j,. The Officers of his Majcities Mint, and commanded by fome of your 
4 ws _—_ Lord(hips to draw the draft of the Proclamation the 10. of Fune in the 
ricular intereſt ; thirtenth year of his Majeſtics Reign: He intreated the Officers of the 
& having obey- Mitit to ſpeak with Mr. Attorney General, concerning the great a- 
ed ſome of your yyfes committed by the Corporation of Wiredrawers, in the adultrate, 
Lordſhips com- C16 and {light making of Gold and Silver Lace. And ſo infert it into 
mands ro give p - h . N A og 

the Merchanzs a che Proclamation , that the Kings Majeſty, with the advice of his 


reaſon, why His Privy Council , would take ſpeady Order therein, The words are, 
+ 1,6 gras Vize 

NOr tru nem y 1 eat conium 1101 var, Ter 
Ee owe That whereas there is daily a great conſumption of the heavy currant Silver 


to tranſpore mo- Coints of the Kingdome and Bullion, in the unlawful making Gold and Silver 
ny, but with the Fer , Thread, Spangles, Oces, Purles , and Lace of courſe Silver under 
inconvenience _ Sterling 3 His Majefty doth intend in due time, to take ſuch ſtrict courſe, as 
of the whole ſhell reduce the makers of theſe ManufaFures into ſuch Order, that all the as 
© =p buſes formerly put on the Suzjects, ſhall for the future > -55 gyro and 
done the Kings theſe Manufadures of Gold and Silver daly regulated and aſſayed, according 
buſineſs, I now to the Lawes of the Kingdome. 

humbly come rs May it pleaſe your Lordthips, This Clauſe in bis Majeſties Procla- 
pur nos t9 mation, gave the Alaram to ſome perſons that are Wiredrawers, to in- 
« gs m—_ gage (one worthy Gentlemen to be inſtrumental to procure the Wire- 
foreſaid office,to IFawers a Corporation from his ſacred Majefty ; and a draught of the 
Regalate Gold Corporation being preſented to the Wiredrawers by ſome perſons, 


ee: wo who do undertake to uſe their endeavours for to obtain a Corporation 
which I have 


1m forthem, the model prefented was not liked by the Gold Wiredrcawers : 
- to > "A = Therefore the Gentleman deſires the Gold Wiredrawers,that they would 
Feat Seal of Alter the model of their Charter of Gorporation as they pleaſed; and 
England for two he would endeavour to get from his Majelty the Corporation according 
lives. - as the Wiredrawers would have it ; for which the Gentleman coyenants . 


with - 
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' with the Wirgdrawers to have fed them one half penny the ounce for 
all Silver Wire imployed co make Lace or Thread, &c, | 

May ir pleaſe your Lordſhips, this Gentleman that would be tamper» 

ing to get a Corporation for the Gold Wiredrawers of Zondsn, doth nos 
know the former paſſages and proceedings in Parliament touching this 
very Trade, and the Workers, being Gold Wiredrawers. 
- Aboutthe year 1618. one Sir Jobn Michael, and Sir Giles Monperſons 
together with the then Attorney General,which 1 take it to be Attorney 
General Elverton, combined together, and for a ſome of money, procu- 
red the Gold Wiredrawers a Corporation by fineſter information to 
King Fames,which Corporation was complained of the next Parliament 
as a great abuſe, and cozenage of theſe Wiredrawers of the Kingdome, 
openly ſhown to the Prince, and Lords, in the Houſe of Lords, andby 
A of Parliament their Corporation was damned, Sir Giles Monperſons, 
Sir 7c2n Michael being ſentenced by Parliament for this Corporation, 
the Attorney General hardly eſcaped : 1 humbly referre my ſelfco the 
Records of Parliament ; which may bea warning for any, to have a care 
what they do, in going about to get theſe Wicedrawers a Corporation , 
let them remember Sir Giles Monperſons. 

May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, your humble Petitioner hath his Majes 
ſties Royal Fathers Grant under the great Seal of England, Dated Ss 
7. of Sept. inthe fourtenth year of his Majeſtics Royal Father Reign, 
for two lives yet in being, his own life, and another, and the longer 
liver to warcant all theſe ManufaQtures to the wearers, and to receive one 
half pznny the ounce upon all Wire Afayed or Sealed ; and four pence 
the pound Venice for Gold or Silver Thread for ſealing it, and warcant- 
ing it to the wearers to be good, wich a due proportion of Silver to Silk; 
which his Majeſties Royal Father gave to your Petitioner for two thouſ: 
and pounds his Majeſty owed your Petitioner, for all his ſervice and 
charges in ſpending above two thouſand pounds to cauſe the tranſporters 
of Gold and Silver to be tined in the Star Chamber, and' ſentenced by 
the Lords, ſuch Perſons and fuch Fines ſet upon them as followeth , 
I 3. Caroli, in the Star-Chamber. viz 


Charles Frank 4co00! Rich. Gockrem 1000lY Iſaac Brames 1oodl 
Robert Fllia a4coolf \ Fobn Parrat aoool f \ Henry Futter 500! 
Iſaac Romeere 3Ooo! » { Peter Herz 20001 >»C Henry Sweeting 500! 
Facob Delew 100o!l\ J Fohn Terry 2000!\ } Jobn Perrin © 100l -/ 
Roger Fletcher 1000! JU Timothy Eman 20001 


The tetal! of the ſaid Fines gmount to the ſumme of 24100! © 


i,» 


EE - 
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At this day there wants a high Courc of Star Chamber, eo puniſh the 
tranſporters of Gold and Silver, and ſome Goldſ{michs that furniſh them 
T fall lsowbly de. with gold-T his ſentence did this good in. the City of London, tiac for 


th F4 I As * oy 
Gi adit £© ſeven years after; from 1635, to 1642. that the Merchants were affraid 


_—— 20 tO tranſport Gold or Silver; and the Mint conflantly was kept on 
his Majely by i WOTK, till theſe late troubles that overturned all things. 


goon ph Your Petitioners hamble prayer is, that by your Lordſhips Juſtice 
Gold, a em. for his Majeſtic ſervice, this Manufature be put under fome firict Rule 


| | roo hae zo go and Ocder, andthat nothing may paſſe under your Lordlhips bands thas 
4 pence, and; ra. MAy prejudice your Petitioners Grant which he hath undcr the great 


rr Ht xe Seal of England, for the regulateing the (aid Maruature, = 
the © beuldveſs o 1» I have humbly torecommend to your Honours great wiſtom, 


| oa FG the d 1e conſideration of theſe ſeveral following Heads, and humbly leave 
9 fence, and 21 (Mem at your Honours feet ; and thongh thy may not pleaſe the Wires 
FOE $0 penis drawers, yet | am ſurethey befor his Majeſties ſervice. It is trur, there 
bought up by the is twenty thouſand louls in London, live, and have dependance on this 
rerfrte fees Manufatture, and _ _ King Famrs and King Charles ſuffer this 
hoard upfor ſome Manuf:&ure to be made here, 

<-> pet es 2, My good Lords, itis worthy of confideration, the great damage 
Lordſbips badneed hid Majefty ſuſtains in the loſſe of his Cuſtomes, the Ioffe and preju- 
4 mga v7 dice of his Majeſties Mint, by ſuffering the Silverafter it is imported 
they are Gt; into this Kin;zdome, to be made into Silver Lace, &c. to bediverted 


>, ng Ehatch- from Coyn, which would pay a duty of coynage, and augment the ſtock 


mg, God p age * i g 
this Chant te of the Kingdome, which is now converted into this MavutaQture : the 
ppg valew imployed in Gold and Silver yearly, is about one hundred thou- 


ſand pounds a year in Gold and Silver Lace, Wire, &c. which was it con- 
yerted into Coine every year, and ſo paſſed between men, would drive a 
million for commodities a year in Trade, to the great improvement of 
t heKizgdome by Commerce and Trade. 

3. That upon calculation it will be found, the King in paint of 
Cuftomes and other Profics, loſes above ten thouſand pounds a year, by 
ſuffering this ManufaRure to be made in Ergland, as will appear upon 
calculation of his Majefties Book of Rates of his Cuſtomes, 

4.That at this day there is no Exciſe laid on this Commodity, which un- 
der favour, humbly ſubmitting to your great wiſdomes, is a Commodity 
may bear an Exciſe as well, and better, than almoſt any thing in the 
Kinsdome : gold and ſilver Lace is a ſuperfluity, and it is the wearers 
payes the Exciſe, not the Silkmen, Wiredrawers, or other Tradeſmen: this 
Trade his Majeſty doth allow in favour of the poor women Spinners, and 

other poor people, that are above twenty thouſand ſouls, who only have 

theirlivelyhood from this ManufaRaure, or elſe for the reaſons aforeſaid, 

;kxv0uld not þe allowed to be wrought in Zrgland. js 
Croce 
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$. Therefore my humble Petition ro your Lordfhips is, in regard your 
Lordſhips are of the Committee for the removing the obſtruRtions of the 
Mint, that your Lordſhips ſettle ſuch an Exciſe on this ManufaQture,at the 
leaſt two pence the Ounce, being ſo much as his Majeſty loſeth in the 
coynage of the ſame, to be approved and confirmed by the Parliament, 
for and towards his Majeſties lofſe in His Cuſtomes, and in his Coynage , 
by ſuffering this Manufactureto be wrought in England. 

6. That your Lordſhip would Order for the ſuture, that no inferiour 
perſors, as Servants,Maids, and other mechanick People, ſhall weare gold 
or ſilver Iace, it being an abuſe to perſons of honour, men and women, to 
have mechanick People and Servants to weate Gold and Silver Lace. 

7. That your Lordſhips would be pleaſed, for the ſervice of his Maje- 
ty, and good of all the wearers of gold and filver Lace, which are the 
Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdome, to require the Company of Gold- 
ſmiths to conſider of ſuch waies ard means as they can adde, or alter,either 
out of the former Regulation ſetled by his Majeſly 1635. or out of their 
own knowledg and experience by any other Way or Rules, andto uſe all 
ſpeed they can therein. 

8. The Company of Goldſmiths have declared to me before a Court of 
Aſſiſtants, that they know there is many abufes in this Trade, and if they 
be required from his Majeſty, or your Lordſhips of the Privy Counc, 
they would be very ready and willing, humbly to conſider of ſuch Waies 
for the prevention of theſe abuſes for the future: and upon your Lord- 
ſhips approbation ot alteration of what they ſhall propound, that thoſe 
Orders and Rules agreed upon by your Honours for theRegulating of this 
Trade, may be recommended by his Maieſty to be confirmed by Parlia- 
ment, and this wil! be a certain way to prevent theſe abuſes for the fnture, 
when the reſtraints and puniſhments ſhall be fetled by AR of Parliament. 


And ſo as in anty bound, your Petitioner 
foall aaily pray. 


—. ww — 
— 


— 
EY oe 


Hart after ages, and all true Engliſhmen may ſee the cruel op- - 
preſſion I ſufferd under, for being faichful to his facred 

Majeſty King Charles the firſt, for bringing up to Londen from 

Oxford tothe Lord Mayor and Aldermen of = City of Loxdox, by his 
Majeſties eſpecial command to me, 1643+ this his Majeſties letter ; which 


was, as followeth, 
Truſty 


La 


< 


| "= T4) _ 
To our Teuſty and welbeloved, Our Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Oy, 
City of London, and all other our well affected SubjzAs of that Criy- 


| HR Rs F 
& i Raſty and welbeloved, We preat ycu well. When we remember the many 


as of grace and favour We and Our Royal Predeceſſours bave conferred 
upon that our City of Londcn, and the mary Examples of eminent da- 
tie and loyalty, for which 1bat City bath been likewiſe famous, Te are 
wiling to believe, notwithſtanding the great defetion Fe nave found inthat place, 
that all men are net ſo far degenerated from their affection to us and to the peace cf 
the Kingdoms, as to deſire a continuance of the miferies they now feel; and there- 
fore being informed, that there & a deſire in ſome principal perſcns of that City 
to preſent a P*tition to, which may tend to the procuring a good underftanding 
between Us ard that Our City, whereby the peace of the whole Kingdome may be 
gockred : Ye bave thought fit to let you know, That Ie are ready to receive 
any ſuch Petition, and the perſons who (hall be appointed to preſent the ſane to Vs, 
fall have @ ſafe condi; and you ſhail aſſure all Our good Subjefs of that Our 
City, whoſe hearts are touched with any ſenſe of duty to Vs, or of Love 10 the 
Religion and Lawes eftabliſbed, in the quiet and peaceable Fruition wherecf 
they and their Anceftors bave enjoyed ſo great Happineſſe, 'That We have nei- 
ther paſſed any Af,nor made any Profeſſion or Proteſtation for th? maintenance and 
Defence of tbe true proteſtant Religion, and tbe liberties of the Subje, which 
We will not moſt ſtricily and Religiouſly cbſerve ; and for the whieb we will not be 
alwaies ready to give them any ſecurity can be defired. And of theſe Our Gracious 
Letters We expe} a ſpeedy Anſwer from you. And ſo IWe bid you farewell,” 
Given at our Court at Oxford,in the 1 g- ye:r of Our Reign. 26.D2.16 43. 


y 
By his Majrſties Command. George Di,bie, 


POSTSCRIPT. 

]_Ec any true Engliſh man conſider of this his Majeſties gracious Letter, 

and then remember the bloudy 5 ragedies that foilowed, for the fins 

of the Kingdome, and every honeſt man will ſay, the ſwaying party in that 

Parliament in 4.1643. were great Tyrants and Oppreſlers, or elſe' they 

would never have kept me in a Dungeon, in the Tower, 928 dayes, and 

plundered and robbed me,to the value of eleven chouſand pound, for bring+ 
ing up this Letter from the Kings Majelty' from Oxfora, to the Lord Mayor 

and Aldermen of the City of London: bur he is well k:pr, that God keeps; 
So I have ever juſt cauſe to ſay : and praiſe God tor my miraculous de- 

liverance from thoſe bloudy men. 


FINES 
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